
PTO/SB/17(10-03) 
Approved for use through 7/31/2006. OMB 0651-0032 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 



«f FEE TRANSMITTAL 
for FY 2004 

Effective 10/01/2003, Patent fees are subject to annual revision. 


Com 


plete if Known 


Application Number 


10/074,028 


Filing Date 


February 14, 2002 


First Named Inventor 


Bernadette M. Gibbs 


Examiner Name 


M. kidwell 


Applicant claims small entity status. See 37 CFR 1 .27 


Art Unit 


3761 


TOTAL AMOUNT OF PAYMENT ($) 1,120.0 


Attorney Docket No. 


35664 RCE 



METHOD OF PAYMENT (check all that apply) 



I |""™ | | Card 

| X | Deposit Account: 



I I Order | | C 



50-3685 



Gosz and Partners, LLP 



Deposit 
Account 
Number 

Deposit 
Account 
Name 

The Director is authorized to: (check all tha t apply) 

| X | Charge fee(s) indicated below | X | Credit any overpayments 

| X | Charge any additional fee(s) or any underpayment of fee(s) 

I Charge fee(s) indicated below, except for the filing fee 
to the above-identified deposit account. 



FEE CALCULATION 



1. BASIC FILING FEE 

Large Entity Small Entity 



Fee 


Fee 


Fee 


Fee 


Fee Description 


Code 


<$) 


Code 


($) 




1001 


770 


2001 


385 


Utility filing fee 


1002 


340 


2002 


170 


Design filing fee 


1003 


530 


2003 


265 


Plant filing fee 


1004 


770 


2004 


385 


Reissue filing fee 


1005 


160 


2005 


80 


Provisional filing fee 



Fee Paid 



SUBTOTAL (1) ($) 



0.00 



2. EXTRA CLAIM FEES FOR UTILITY AND REISSUE 

Extra Fee from 
Claims below Fee Paid 

Total Claims f | 
Independent I 
Claims I 



Multiple Dependent 



Large Entity 



Fee Fee 

Code ($) 

1202 18 
1201 86 

1203 290 

1204 86 

1205 18 




Small Entity 



Fee Description 



Fee Fee 
Code ($) 

2202 9 Claims in excess of 20 

2201 43 Independent claims in excess of 3 

2203 145 Multiple dependent claim, if not paid 

2204 43 ** Reissue independent claims 

over original patent 

2205 9 ** Reissue claims in excess of 20 

and over original patent 



SUBTOTAL (2) Q$T 



0.00 | 



'*or number previously paid, if greater, For Reissues, see above 



FEE CALCULATION (continued) 



3. ADDITIONAL FEES 

Large Entity Small Entity 



Fee 
Code 



Fee 
($) 



1051 130 

1052 50 

1053 130 
1812 2,520 

1804 920* 

1805 1,840* 

1251 120 

1252 420 

1253 950 

1254 1,480 

1255 2,010 

1401 330 

1402 330 

1403 290 

1451 1,510 

1452 110 

1453 1,330 

1501 1,330 

1502 480 

1503 640 
1460 130 
1807 50 

1806 180 



8021 
1809 



40 
770 



Fee Fee 
Code ($) 



2051 



Fee Description 

65 Surcharge - late filing fee or oath 



Fee Paid 



2052 25 Surcharge - ,ate provisional filing fee or cover 
sheet. 

1053 130 Non-English specification 

1812 2,520 For filing a request for ex parte reexamination 

1804 920* Rec l uest ' n 9 publication of SIR prior to 

Examiner action 

1805 1 840* Reo . uest ' n 9 publication of SIR after 

Examiner action 

2251 55 Extension for reply within first month 

2252 210 Extension for reply within second month 

2253 475 Extension for reply within third month 

2254 740 Extension for reply within fourth month 

2255 1 ,005 Extension for reply within fifth month 

2401 165 Notice of Appeal 

2402 165 Filing a brief in support of an appeal 

2403 145 Request for oral hearing 

1 451 1 ,51 0 Petition to institute a public use proceeding 

2452 55 Petition to revive -unavoidable 

2453 665 Petition to revive - unintentional 

2501 665 Utility issue fee (or reissue) 

2502 240 Design issue fee 

2503 320 Plant issue fee 

1460 130 Petitions to the Commissioner 

1807 50 Processing fee under 37 CFR 1.1 7(q) 

1806 180 Submission of Information Disclosure Stmt 
8021 An Recording each patent assignment per 



40 

2809 

2810 385 



1810 770 

1801 1,000 

1802 900 
Other fee (specify) 

•Reduced by Basic Filing Fee Paid 



property (times number of properties) 
one Filing a submission after final rejection 
(37 CFR 1.129(a)) 
For each additional invention to be 
examined (37CFR 1.129(b)) 
385 Request for Continued Examination (RCE) 



2801 

1802 900 Rec l ues * for ©xp©dited examination 
of a design application 



120.00 



1,000.00 



SUBTOTAL (3) RS) 



1,000.00 



SUBMITTED BY 



(Complete (if applicable)) 



Name (Print/Type) William G. GOSZ 



Signature 



Registration No. 97 7 qj 
(Attorney/Agent) ^'t f0f 



Telephone 



Date 



(617) 951-7617 



December 19, 2005 



I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the U.S. Postal Service with sufficient postage as First Class Mail, in 
an envelope addressed to: Commissioner for Patents, AO. ^ox 1450, Alexandra, VA 22313-1450, on the date shown below. 



Dat6d \^\AoS 



Signature: 




(Patricia McKenney) 




Attorney Docket No. H-KN-35664US 



Appellant(s): Bemadette M. Gibbs 

Serial No.: 10/074,028 

Filing Date: February 1 4, 2002 
For: 



Examiner: 
Art Unit: 



M. Kidwell 
3761 



DISPOSABLE ABSORBENT GARMENT WITH CURVED SIDE SEAMS 



CERTTHCATEOF MAILING UNDER 37 C.F.R. §1.8(a) 



addressed to the Condon, for Patents. MS A, P.O^T ^ TZ£?j£ To^St 




MAIL STOP AF 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. 1450 

Alexandria, VA. 22313-1450 



Sir: 



AMENDMENT UNDER RULE 116 



In response to the Office Action of August 22, 2005, made final, please amend the above- 
identified patent application as follows: 

Amendments to the Claims are reflected in the listing of claims which be* 
of this paper. 

Remarks/Arguments begin on page 6 of this paper. 



^gins on page 2 



TUs listing of clahns will replace ail prior versions, and listings, of claims in tire application: 
Listing of CJaims : 

Claim 1 (currently amended): An absorbent article comprising; 

a main body having a first main body waist portion, a slcond main body waist portion 

and a central main body portion drsposed between the firs, and second main body waist portions 

the mam body having orthogonal longitudinal and lateral axes; and 

a pair of elastic side panels each connecting the first mlin body waist portion to the 

second main body wars, portion, the « body Md fte side panek ^ ^ 

opemng edge surrounding a waist opening and two leg opening edges, each leg opening edge 
surroundurg a leg opemng, each elastic s.de panel having a firs, side portion extendmg lateraUy 
outward from tire firs, main body waist portron and .enninating in a firs, ou,er lateral s.de pare, 
edge, and a second s.de portion extending laterally outward from the second main body wars, 
portion and terminating in a second outer lateral side panel edge, tire firs. s,de portion being 
attached to the second s.de portion by a curved side seam, « leasfa pnuLn uf the „ido 



seem 



Chum 2 (ongmal): An absorbent article according to claim . wherein the absorbent article 
compnses a backshee. and wherein the main body includes a first portion of the backshee, a 
topshee, attached to the firs, portion of tire backshee, and an absorbent core disposed 
■mermediaie tire .opshee, and tire firs, portion of the backsheet, tire elastic s.de panels being 
formed at least in part from a second portion of the backsheet. 

Claims 3-4 (cancelled). 

Claim 5 (currently amended): An absorbent article according to claim 1 wherein the at least a 
portion of the side seam is formed as a circular arc. 
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Claim 6 (currently amended): An absorbent article according to claim 1 wherein the at least a 
portion of the side seam comprises a plurality of curved sub-portions. 

Claim 7 (original): An absorbent article according* claim 6 wherein at least two of the plurality 
of curved sub-portions are formed with different geometric curve types. 

Claim 8 (canceled) 

Claim 9 (currently amended): An absorbent article accordmg to ekim-g dannj. wherein the** 
POrti0nOfthe Side seam has a interline that intersects the waist opening edge at a first 
intersection point, a tangent to the centerline defining a first seam angle with respect to the 
vertical axis. 

Claim 10 (original): -An absorbent article according to claim 9 wherein the first seam angle is in a 
range from about 0 to about 80 degrees. 

Claim 1 1 (original): An absorbent article according to claim 9 wherein the first seam angle is in a 
range from about 10 degrees to about 50 degrees. 

Claim 12 (original): An absorbent article according to claim 9 wherein the first side seam angle 
is in a range from about 25 degrees to about 35 degrees. 

Claim 13 (currently amended): An absorbent article accordmg to claim 9 wherein the seeend 
f****ef^ side seam has a centerline that intersects one of the leg opening edges at a second 
intersection point, the centerline defining a second seam angle with respect to the vertical axis. 

Claim 14 (original): An absorbent article according to claim 13 wherein the second seam angle is 

in a range from about 0 to about 80 degrees. 
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Claim ,5 (original): An absorbent article according to claim 13 wherein the second seam angle is 
in a range from about 1 0 degrees to about 50 degrees. 

Claun 16 (original): An absorbent article according to claim ,3 wherein the second side seam 
angle is in a range from about 25 degrees to about 3 5 degre 



rees. 



Claims 17-25 (canceled) 

Claim 26 (original): An absorbent article according to claim 1 wherein one firs, side portion 
mcludes a lower hip region having a lateral hup region edge, the lateral hip region edge 
intersecting the first outer lateral side panel edge. 

Claim 27 (original): An absorbent artide according ,„ claim 26 wherein at leas, a portion of the 
firs, outer lateral side panel edge and a, leas, a portion of me lateral hip region edge form a 
substantially continuous curve. 

Claim 28 (currently amended): An absorbent article compnsing: 

a main body having a first main body waist portion, a second main body waist portion 
and a centra, main body portion disposed between the first and second main body waist portions 
the main body having orthogonal vertical and lateral axes; 

a pair of side panels, each side panel connecting the first mam body waist portion to the 
second main body waist portion, the mam body and the side panels collecti vely defining a waist 
opemng edge and two leg opening edges, each side panel being formed from a first side portion 
extending laterally outward from the first main body waist portion and a second side portion 
extending laterally outward from the second main body waist portion; and 

a pair of curved side seams, each side seam connecting the first side portion of one of the 
side panels to the second side portion of the same side panel, each side seam intersecting the 
waist opening edge at a first seam angle relative to the vertical axis and intersecting one of the 
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tang edges at a second sea™ angle Native ,o the vernca, ax, 
^^^^^^ 

f\rr in -i filler — J~ j i • , • ^ 



are in a fully pirfo ndcd conditi o n . 



Claim 29 (original): An absorbent arficle according to cl aim 28 wherern a, leas, one of 
the firs, and second side seam angles is in a range from abou, 1 0 degrees to abon. 



80 degrees. 



Claim 30 (original): An absorbent artic.e according ,o claim 28 wherein a, leas, one of 
the firs, and second side seam angles is in a range from abou, 1 0 degrees ,o abou, 
50 degrees. 



Claim 31 (original): An absorbent article according to claim 28 wherein at least one of 
the firs, and second side seam angles is in a range from abon, 25 degrees to abont 
35 degrees. 

Claim 32-37 (canceled). 
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REMARKS 

In the Officia. Action of August 22, 2005, ntade final, the Examiner states that claims 3 

4, 17 - 25 ^34-37aredraw„toanone 1 ee«edinve„«ion,andshouidfi 1 e re f„ r ebeca„eeled In ' 
accordance with <he Examiner , suggestl0ns> ^ (o ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

these claims have now been canceled. 

Tbe specification has heen objected to as fading ,„ provide propcr ^ 
the clarm* subject ma„er. b partlcular , fte Exammer ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
supported by the original specification. 

clanfv r "r" " &,,y - eXtended " ^ - ^" «- *» tire claims in otder to firrther 
clanfy the meanmg of the c.aitns and to advance the prosecution of this application 
Accordmgly, apphcan, respectftlly submits that this objection has now been obviated 

Clatms U.5-10, 1 3,26,2 8 ,32and33a I erejec.edunder35U.S.C. ,02(b) as benrg 

antic,pa,ed by the SuCcane patent (US Patent No. 5,628,738). This ground of rejection is 

respectfully traversed. 

The Examiner speculates that the side scant portion of tire absorbent an.de described in 

Suekane .sctnved when the fust and second side portions of the article ate in a fuUy extended 

condttion. However, as clearly shown in Figures , and 2 of the reference (particularly F.gure 2) 

nte s,de seams of Suehane are straight, no, craved. Contias, this with Figures 2 and 3 of nT 

present appucation wiuch clearly dep.c, curved side seants. As explained in deta.1 in the preS en, 

****** the advantage of using curved s.de seants is ,o prov.de a ntore comfortable and 
even fi, ft, fa mtt . Consequentlyi ae ^ rf ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

ftnctiona, d, ff erences as compared to the stinctures described m the referee. The cia.ma have 

been amended in order to highlight this distinction. 

Applicant submits ma, me intended uses of me artic.es are no longer relevant ,„ view of 
*e presen, claim amendments. Such m,e„ded uses mclude c„mp,e,e,y speculative uses, such as 
the shape of me side seam resulting from pullmg me seams outward as stated m me Offic.al 
Action. 



ov er suZT 12, '7f 29 " 31 stad rejecKd ^ 35 usc ,o3 « - 

over Suekane. Thrs ground of rejection is respectfully traversed 

7* Examiner sta.es that ,, would have been obvious for one sioned in the ar, ,„ modify 
- angles ,„ order to reach optima, conditions as drsCosed in the o,ahn, However J 
-pomtedoutabove, the Suekane reference ,s directed ,o stiargh, .demand no, curve! 1 
seams, one skilled in the art would have no basis for „,rf„ .u 

contended b y ft. Exannner. " " ° Ptoi2afo " « 

In vrewof the aforementioned facts andreasons, ftepresen, apphcation is now believer! 
. ovetcome fte remarnmg rejections i„ ftis application, and to be in proper condition for 

ft cTd "* ab0VC - ideMified «™ - *-» clanf, 

otz:;;™^^ 

ate part of fte Exammer at this time. Accordingly, entiy of fte foregoing amendment and 

•o «« fte tmdersrgned at fte telephone number listed below to discuss any matter pertammg 
to the status of this application. 8 

Dated: 1 1 // o / w < 

" ' Respectfully submitted, 



William G. Gosz 
Reg. No. 27,787 
Attorney for Applicant 
Tel No. 781-863-1116 



